
EVALUATION FORM
 San Mateo Main Library (1016)

Population Growth - 1980 to 2020 FORM AA

Regulatory Basis: p.35, 20440, Appendix 1

Rating Panel Comments
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EVALUATION FORM
 San Mateo Main Library (1016)

Age of Existing Library

Regulatory Basis: p.37, 20440, Appendix 1

Rating Basis:
4 =  No Existing Facility 
3 = 1957 or older RATING: 1
2 = 1958-1962
1 = 1963-1974
0 = 1975-Present

Date of Most Recent Structural Renovation
Rating Basis:
4 = No Renovation
3 = 1957 or older
2 = 1958-1962
1 = 1963-1974 RATING: 4
0 = 1975-Present

Rating Panel Comments

Built in 1968 - no renovation.
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590_1.XLS  A
New, 1st Priority - Joint Venture 2 of 14

11/26/2002



 4 = No existing library/renovation
 3 = Poor Condition
 2 = Acceptable Condition
 1 = Good Condition
 0 = Very Good Condition

EVALUATION FORM
 San Mateo Main Library (1016)

Condition of Existing Public Library

Regulatory basis:  p.37, 20440, Appendix 1, RATING:
p.64, 20440, Appendix 3, 8(a)

R1 R2 R3 R4
4 4 4 4
4 4 4 3
4 4 4 3
4 4 4 4
4 4 4 4
4 4 4 4
4 4 4 4
4 4 4 4
4 4 4 3

Total 36 36 36 33
4.0 4.0 4.0 3.7

Site Considerations

Rating Panel Comments

While the condition of the existing library is not too bad (i.e., it is structurally sound), it is clearly too 
small for the community.

ADA
Acoustical
Flexibility
Spatial Relationships

Structural
Lighting
Energy
Health & Safety

FORM B

Factors Considered:
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 4 = Outstanding
 3 = Very Good
 2 = Acceptable
 1 = Limitations
 0 = Serious Limitations

EVALUATION FORM
 San Mateo Main Library (1016)

Community Library Needs Assessment

RATING:

Regulatory Basis:  p.26, 20440 (d) (2) an d p.61, 20440, Appendix 3

Rating Basis:
1.Methodology & Community Involvement.
2.Community Analysis/Community agencies & organizations, service area.

demographics
3. Analysis of service needs/consistency with demographics.
4. Service limitations for existing facility (if applicable).
5. Space Needs Assessment.
6. Needs of K-12 Student Population, if applicable.

R1 R2 R3 R4
1 4 4 4 3
2 4 4 4 4
3 4 4 4 4
4 4 4 4 4
5 4 4 4 4
6 4 4 3 4

Totals 24 24 23 23
4.0 4.0 3.8 3.8

Rating Panel Comments

Process began in 1995 and has continued to the present - focus groups, survey, design charettes, 
school district involvement.  Included all segments of population and special needs of Hispanic, Asian 
populations and their literacy needs.  (Also conducted private school surveys to determine needs.)  
School libraries' needs/limitations identified well.

Services are severely limited because of lack of space.  The library was built to serve a population of 
40,000, and now has a population of 92,400 and a growing student population.

The community was very involved in the needs assessment.  Good analysis of community 
demographics.
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 4 = Outstanding
 3 = Very Good
 2 = Acceptable
 1 = Limitations
 0 = Serious Limitations

EVALUATION FORM
 San Mateo Main Library (1016)

Library Plan of Service

Regulatory Basis:  p.67, 20440, Appendix 4 RATING:

Rating Basis
1.How Project responds to Needs of Residents.
2.How well mission, roles, goals, objectives, service indicators are documented.
3.Types of services well documented.
4.How project fits into jurisdiction-wide Plan of Service.

R1 R2 R3 R4
1 4 4 4 4
2 4 4 4 4
3 4 4 4 4
4 4 4 4 4

Totals 16 16 16 16
4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0

Rating Panel Comments

The Plan of service is well developed and specific to needs of residents and K-12.

The Joint Venture Project is exceptionally well defined, based on analysis of K-12 needs and 
experience with school district in other cooperative programs.  There is equitable sharing of staffing, 
resources, commitment to implementing this program.

Very good Plan of Service - one of the few which addresses services for the disabled, as well as all 
other demographic groups.  In addition, the Joint Venture project is well defined in the Plan of Service.
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 4 = Outstanding
 3 = Very Good
 2 = Acceptable
 1 = Limitations
 0 = Serious Limitations

EVALUATION FORM
 San Mateo Main Library (1016)

Library Building Program

Regulatory Basis:  p.69, 20440, Appendix 5 RATING:

Rating Basis:
1. How well Building Program implements Plan of Service.
2. How well Building Program documents general requirements for Library Building.
3. How well are the Spatial Relationships described.
4. How well are individual spaces sized and described.

R1 R2 R3 R4
1 4 4 4 3
2 4 4 4 4
3 4 4 4 3
4 4 4 4 3

Totals 16 16 16 13
4.0 4.0 4.0 3.3

Rating Panel Comments

Good follow-through from Needs Assessment and Plan of Service.

As the new main library for the system, this project houses the technical services department as well 
as administrative offices.
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 4 = Outstanding
 3 = Very Good
 2 = Acceptable
 1 = Limitations
 0 = Serious Limitations

EVALUATION FORM
 San Mateo Main Library (1016)

Conceptual Plans

Regulatory Basis:  p.27, 20440 (d) (5) RATING:

Rating Basis:
1.How well the net-assignable square footage on plan matches BP, PoS and NA
2.How well the non-assignable square footage on plan matches BP, PoS and NA
3.How well Spatial Relationships on plan match what was called for in BP, PoS, and NA
4.How well the elevations, sections and specification implement the BP and PoS

R1 R2 R3 R4
1 4 4 4 3
2 1 4 3 1
3 4 4 4 3
4 4 4 4 3

Totals 13 16 15 10
3.3 4.0 3.8 2.5

Rating Panel Comments

Non-assignable square footage does not appear on the plans.

Shows actual/programmable footage per area.  Large young adult area with study rooms and separate 
Student Research Center Room shown (joint venture project).  Non-assignable space not so 
designated - shows "0" square footage.

Floor plans are easy to read, and follow the building program for the most part.  The actual square 
footage for several areas is less than is programmed (e.g., non-public collection storage, copy center, 
and business collections) and one of the 2nd floor quiet study rooms is out of the line of sight of the 
service desk.  But numerous quiet study rooms are sprinkled throughout the 2nd and 3rd floors.  The 
total assignable and non-assignable square footage is not shown on the drawings.
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 4 = Outstanding
 3 = Very Good
 2 = Acceptable
 1 = Limitations
 0 = Serious Limitations

EVALUATION FORM
 San Mateo Main Library (1016)

Joint Use Cooperative Agreement

Regulatory Basis: p.60, 20440, Appendix 2 RATING:

Rating Basis:
1. How well roles & responsibilities are defined.
2. How clearly are the joint library services described.
3. Appropriateness, adequacy, reasonableness of hours of service.
4. Appropriateness, adequacy, reasonableness of staffing/volunteers.
5. How well are ownership issues resolved.
6. Appropriateness, adequacy, reasonableness of sources & uses of funding
7. Appropriateness, adequacy, reasonableness of review & modification process.
8. How well the agreement demonstrates a workable, mutually beneficial long term partnership.

R1 R2 R3 R4
1 4 4 4 4
2 4 4 4 4
3 4 4 4 4
4 4 4 4 4
5 4 4 4 4
6 4 4 4 4
7 4 4 4 2
8 4 4 4 4

Totals 32 32 32 30
4.0 4.0 4.0 3.8

Rating Panel Comments

This is a good example of a joint use agreement.  It is unique in that it starts by targeting fourth and 
fifth grade classes at 13 public elementary schools.

City and school district have a long history of cooperative projects.  This is a well-developed 
agreement with a targeted audience of 4th and 5th grade students at 13 elementary schools.  Annual 
evaluation is built into the program.  School media teachers, administrators, parents, and library 
personnel are involved in training of teachers, library assistance at school, and public library staff and 
parents.  Directly related to State Curriculum Frameworks and the District's "Every child a reader and 
writer" project.  Each school will have faculty and parent liaison.  Excellent hours of service - 3-8 PM 
and Saturdays and Sundays. Computer training rooms also provided when needed.

Each jurisdiction is assigning staff to project in addition to trained volunteers.  Agreement is contingent 
on receipt of grant funds.  There is no current space to provide this service now.

Legitimate Cooperative Venture with equal involvement of both parties.

Curriculum to go with student resource center.
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 4 = Outstanding
 3 = Very Good
 2 = Acceptable
 1 = Limitations
 0 = Serious Limitations

EVALUATION FORM
 San Mateo Main Library (1016)

Joint Use: Needs of K-12 Students

Regulatory Basis:  p.67, 20440, Appendix 4 RATING:

Rating Basis:
1. How the project responds to the needs of the K-12 students as expressed in Needs Assessment.
2. How well the mission, roles, goals and objectives are documented.
3. How well documented are the types of K-12 services.

R1 R2 R3 R4
1 4 4 4 4
2 4 4 4 3
3 4 4 4 4

Totals 12 12 12 11
4.0 4.0 4.0 3.7

Rating Panel Comments

The Needs Assessment validates the need for the Joint Use Project.

Needs of K-12 very well defined.

The mission of the library encompasses all residents, including students.  
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 4 = Outstanding
 3 = Very Good
 2 = Acceptable
 1 = Limitations
 0 = Serious Limitations

EVALUATION FORM
 San Mateo Main Library (1016)

Integration of Electronic Technologies

Regulatory Basis: p.68, 20440, Appendix 4 RATING:

Rating Basis:
1. Appropriateness of the electronic technologies in Plan of Service, based on Needs Assessment.
2. How well the integration of electronic technologies is documented in the Plan of Service.
3. How well the integration of electronic technologies is in the Building Program.

R1 R2 R3 R4
1 4 4 4 4
2 4 4 4 4
3 4 4 4 4

Totals 12 12 12 12
4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0

Rating Panel Comments

Plan provides for Internet access, school curriculum related databases, bilingual instruction, literacy, 
self-checkout, training, workstations for hearing and sight impaired, computer labs, video/computer 
projection systems, 24/7 reference, wireless cabling and use of PDAs, online homework assistance.

Their plan is very specific and effective.

Technology is integral to the delivery of library service for this project, including use of technology to 
enable staff to assist users where they are located in the building, automatic patron check-in as well as 
check-out of materials, an automated behind-the-scenes check-in system, and Internet training for all 
ages. 
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 4 = Outstanding
 3 = Very Good
 2 = Acceptable
 1 = Limitations
 0 = Serious Limitations

EVALUATION FORM
 San Mateo Main Library (1016)

Appropriateness of Site

Regulatory Basis:  p.39, 20440, Appendix 1 RATING:

Rating Basis:
1. Equal Access for all residents in Service Area. 7. Overall Parking Rationale.
2. Accessibility via Public Transit. 8. Shared Parking Agreement (if applicable).
3. Accessibility via Pedestrian and Bicycle. 9. Visibility of site and proposed library 
4. Accessibility via Automobile. building in service area.
5. Adequacy of Automobile Parking. 10. How well site fits community context 
6. Adequacy of Bicycle Parking. and planning.

11. Site selection process and summary.

R1 R2 R3 R4
1 4 4 4 3
2 4 4 4 3
3 4 4 4 3
4 4 4 4 3
5 4 4 4 2
6 4 4 4 2
7 4 4 4 2
8 4 4 4 3
9 4 4 4 3

10 4 4 4 4
11 4 4 4 4

Totals 44 44 44 32
4.0 4.0 4.0 2.9

Rating Panel Comments

Available Parking far exceeds local zoning requirements.  Shared parking agreement with previous 
owner for use of 12 of 162 designated library spaces.  Public process reviewed 14 sites.  

Highly visible in the middle of downtown

The site is accessible by automobile, bicycle, bus, and on foot, with a bus stop less than one block 
away, signed bicycle route and well-developed sidewalks.  It is located in downtown San Mateo, 
between retail shops/restaurants and a neighboring residential area.  While over half the parking is 
located off-site, it is within 500' of the entrance, which is required due to the land-locked nature of the 
downtown area.  While the new library is to be built on the existing site, a full-blown site selection 
process was followed before deciding to maintain the current library location.
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 4 = Outstanding
 3 = Very Good
 2 = Acceptable
 1 = Limitations
 0 = Serious Limitations

EVALUATION FORM
 San Mateo Main Library (1016)

Site Description

Regulatory Basis:  p. 45, 20440, Appendix 1 RATING:

Rating Basis:
1. Adequacy of size of site.
2. Drainage problems.
3. Geotechnical problems.
4. Appropriateness of site configuration (Boundary Survey)
5. Appropriateness of site/surrounding area. (Visual Record)
6. Appropriateness of site based on placement of building, parking, access 

roads, pathways, expansion and parking.

R1 R2 R3 R4
1 4 4 4 3
2 OK
3 OK
4 4 4 4 2
5 4 4 4 3
6 4 4 4 2

Totals 16 16 16 10
4.0 4.0 4.0 2.5

Rating Panel Comments

While over half the parking is located off-site, it is within 500' of the entrance, which is required due to 
the land-locked nature of the downtown area.  While the new library is to be built on the existing site, a 
full-blown site selection process was followed before deciding to maintain the current library location.
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EVALUATION FORM
 San Mateo Main Library (1016)

Financial Capacity

Regulatory Basis:  Bond Act p. 5, Section 19998 (a) (7)

Applicant has committed to the on-going operation of the completed library.

FORM O

Rating Panel Comments: 
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EVALUATION FORM
 San Mateo Main Library (1016)

Ratings Summary

BOND ACT CRITERIA RATING
Population Growth 39%
Age and Condition 3.7
Needs of residents/response of proposed project to 
needs 4

Plan of service integrates appropriate technology 4
Appropriateness of site 4
Financial capacity (new libraries only) yes
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